To  the  Thurstonland  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  ending 
December  31st,  1919. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1919 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  Census  in 
1911  was  2,041.  In  April,  1920,  the  estimated 
population  ot  Thurstonland  on  which  to  calculate 
the  birth-rate  was  given  by  the  Registrar-General 
as  900,  and  on  which  to  calculate  the  death-rate 
864. 

The  population  of  Storthes  Hall  Asylum  is  made 
up  as  follows  : — 


Staff — 

Males  145 

Females  175 

Total  320 

Inmates — 

-  Males  682 

Females  950 

320 

Total  1632 

1632 

Approximate  Gross  Total 

1952 

Births. — There  were  12  births  registered  during 
the  year,  4  of  these  being  males  and  8  females  ; 
there  were  no  illegitimates.  This  gives  a  birth-rate 
of  13.3  per  1,000,  the  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1919  being  18.5  per  1,000. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  occurred  in  the  district 
was  303,  but  of  these  9  only  were  of  the  actual 
population  of  the  township,  the  other  294  having 
occurred  at  Storthes  Hall  Asylum. 

There  were,  however,  3  inward  transfers,  2  of 
these  being  residents,  although  the  deaths  actually 
took  place  outside  the  township,  and  also  that  of 
the  third,  who  was  employed  at  Storthes  Hall 
Asylum. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  1919  amongst  the 
ordinary  inhabitants  of  the  township  numbered  11, 
and  there  were  12  births,  so  that  the  population  is 
practically  stationary. 

The  above  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  age 
periods  : — 

Thurstonland — 

25  years  and  under  45  years  ...  2 

45  years  and  under  65  years  ...  7 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  2 

11 

Storthes  Hall  Asylum — 

1  year  and  under  5  years 
5  years  and  under  15  years 
15  years  and  under  25  years 
25  years  and  under  45  years 
45  years  and  under  65  years 
65  years  and  upwards 


1 

1 

24 

96 

112 

61 
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Transferable  Deaths.— The  inward  transfers, 
3  in  number,  have  already  been  alluded  to,  and 
there  are  also  to  be  taken  into  account  286  outward 
transfers.  These  are  of  persons  who  died  in  Storthes 
Hall  Asylum  whose  former  residence  is  known,  and 
to  which  place  the  death  has  been  transferred.  The 
remaining  9  are  of  casuals,  or  of  persons  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  cannot  be  traced,  and  which  deaths  must 
therefore  be  accepted  as  belonging  to  the  district. 


Infantile  Mortality.— There  were  no  deaths 
amongst  infants  in  the  township,  the  oniy  death 
under  5  years  occurring  m  Storthes  Hall  Asylum  of 
a  child  aged  18  months. 


Causes  of  Deaths  as  Registered  : — 


Thurstonland — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gangrene  of  Leg  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  2 

Cerebral  Embolism  ...  ...  1 


11 


Storthi-'s  Hall  Asylum — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  14 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  45 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  34 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  50 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  16 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  46 

G.P.r.,  &c . 67 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gangrene  ...  ...  ...  2 

Colitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  I 

Encaphalitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ovarian  Tumour  ...  ...  1 

Killed  by  railway  train  .  .  1 
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Physical  Feature  and  General  Character 
of  the  District. 

The  township  of  Thurstonland  is  situated  in  a 
typical  country  district  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire.  It  stands  near  the  summit  of  the  Pen¬ 
nine  Range,  about  800  or  900  feet  above  sea-level, 
and  is  surrounded  by  hills.  Being  at  such  a  high 
altitude,  there  are  no  large  rivers,  but  there  are 
numerous  streams  and  wells  in  the  district,  which 
pror  ide  part  of  the  water-supply. 

The  inhabitants  are  mostly  employed  in  textile 
manufacturing. 

Since  the  opening  of  Storthes  Hall  Asylum  there 
has  been,  of  course,  a  large  increase  in  the  popu¬ 
lation,  comprising  not  only  the  patients,  but  the 
large  staff  which  is  required,  both  indoor  and  out¬ 
door,  for  the  efficient  working  of  such  an  institution. 
The  Asylum  has  also  had  a  social  effect  in  bringing 
more  outside  influences  to  bear  upon  the  life  of  the 
usual  inhabitants. 

The  birth-rate  for  1918  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  a  fair  average  as  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  West  Riding  Urban  Districts  as 
contained  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report, 
which  was  17.7.  The  birth-rate  for  1919  has  gone 
down  to  13.3  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  was  fairly  high  as  compared  with 
the  rest  of  the  West  Riding  Urban  Districts,  being 
26.2  per  1 ,000,  that  of  all  the  other  Urban  Districts 
being  IK. 5  per  1.000.  For  1919  the  death-rate  for 
Thurstonland  is  12.7  per  1,000. 

The  population  is  mostly  comprised  of  the  re¬ 
spectable  working  class,  and  poor  law  relief  is  not 
much  required. 

The  Huddersfield  Infirmary,  the  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Mcltham,  and,  when  necessary,  the  Union 
Institution  at  Deanhouse  are  utilised  for  treatment. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  pro¬ 
vided  partly  from  wells  and  partly  from  the  Hud¬ 
dersfield  Corporation,  and  the  district  at  Brockholes 
and  Scar  End  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
mains  of  the  Batley  Corporation. 

The  following  are  Public  Wells  within  the  dis¬ 
trict  ; — 1  Crangle,  1  Broad  Lane  Top,  2  Farnley 
Moor  End,  1  Towngate,  1  Ing,  1  Townmoor,  2  Hol- 
lowgate,  1  Scar  End,  1  Occupation  Well,  1  Grange. 
The  public  have  also  the  right  of  using  the  office 
well  on  Messrs.  Greaves  &  Marsden’s  property  in 
Hollowgate. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — There  are  no  rivers  in 
the  township,  and  the  streams  arc  too  small  to  have 
any  influence  on  the  health  of  the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewage  from 
Storthes  Hall  Asylum  is  treated  at  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Outfall  Works  at  Dogley,  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  and  is  proving 
quite  satisfactory. 

The  Scar  End  and  Brockholes  section  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  is  treated  in  conjunction  with  the  Holmfirth 
U..D.C.  Outfall  Works  at  Neiley,  Honley,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received. 

The  sewage  of  the  remainder  of  the  district  is 
treated  by  land  filtration  and  tanks,  one  of  which 
is  situated  on  land  at  Top  o’  th’  Hill  and  one  at 
Town  Moor,  and  the  system  is  quite  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  30  pail  or  tub  closets,  49  water  closets,  and  123 
privies  with  covered  middens.  They  are  all  in 
quite  a  satisfactory  condition  and  are  emptied 
regularly. 

Scavenging. — The  cleansing  of  closets,  privies, 
&c.,  and  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse 
are  carried  out  by  the  Council's  staff.  There  is  one 
refuse  tip  on  land  at  the  Butts  Farm  and  one  at 
Sinking  Wood,  but  the  disposal  is  mostly  carried 
nut  by  the  farmers. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — The  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  the  township  is  satisfactory. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  to  the  following 
effect : — 

He  has  had  three  nuisances  reported  from  defec¬ 
tive  drains,  all  of  which  have  been  remedied.  He 
has  disinfected  with  sulphur  candles  all  the  houses 
from  which  infectious  cases  have  been  removed. 
He  took  one  sample  of  water  from  the  Crangle  Well 
and  reports  that  the  Analyist  certified  it  pure  and 
fit  for  domestic  use.  He  also  reports  having  made  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  cowsheds  and  piggeries 
every  three  months,  and  that  he  found  them  pro¬ 
perly  whitewashed  and  cleaned  out.  The  slaughter¬ 
house  he  also  found  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Con¬ 
trolled  by  Bye-laws  or  Regulations. — There  is 
only  one  cloth  manfactory  in  the  township,  and  it  is 
regularly  inspected,  and  the  owners  of  which  con¬ 
form  to  the  statutory  regulations.  There  are  no 
workshops  or  occupations  that  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act. 

School. — There  is  one  public  elementary  school 
in  the  township,  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Foundation  Managers.  The  building,  though 
not  of  modern  structure,  is  adequate.  The  sanitary 
arrangements,  that  of  the  pail  system,  leave  much 
to  be  desired,  although  no  direct  influence  on  the 
health  of  the  children  can  be  attributed  to  them. 
The  water  supply  is  from  the  Huddersfield  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  influenza  in  epidemic 
form,  I  had  to  order  the  closing  of  the  school  from 
March  10th  to  28th. 

Food. 

Milk  Supply. — The  quality  of  the  milk  pro¬ 
curable  in  the  district  is  good,  and  as  it  is  one  of  the 
milk-supplying  areas  for  Huddersfield  and  district, 
the  supply  for  the  local  customers  is  usually  ade¬ 
quate.  In  the  event  of  any  shortage  in  the  local 
supply,  the  various  orders  in  connection  with  the 
restricted  milk  supply  are  still  operative,  and  the 
existing  arrangements  to  supplement  where  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  feeding  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  infants  with  Nestle’s  Milk  are  still 
being,  adhered  to. 

Other  Foods. — There  is  no  public  abattoir,  but 
there  are  two  slaughterhouses.  One  in  connection 
with  Storthes  Hall  Asylum  is  reserved  for  their  own 
use,  and  the  other  is  now  only  used  for  the  purpose 
of  meat  distribution,  the  actual  slaughtering  being 
done  at  Holmfirth.  The  meat  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township  I  inspect  every  week,  and  no  action 
has  been  necessary. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — No  action  has 
been  necessary  under  these  Acts. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. — Influenza 
was  prevalent  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but 
did  not  at  all  assume  the  serious  epidemic  form  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  I 
thought  it  advisable,  however,  to  close  the  school 
for  a  period  of  three  weeks. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  were  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  measles,  but  in  no  case 
was  an  epidemic  threatened.  There  were  in  Storthes 
Hall  Asylum,  as  in  former  years,  some  cases  notified 
of  enteric  fever,  but  the  cases  were  not  as  numerous 
as  formerly. 

I  append  a  table  oi  the  notifications  received 
under  the 

Infectious  Diseases  Act. 

Thurstonland — 

Measles  ... 

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diptheria 
Pneumonia 


Storthes  Hall  Asylum — 
Tubercular  Diseases  .. 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
Colitis 


Tuberculosis. — The  notification  of 
tuberculosis  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Small-pox. — The  number  of  primary  vaccina¬ 
tions  pei  formed  during  the  year  by  me  as  Public 
Vaccinator  was  only  one,  and  there  were  no  re¬ 
vaccinations. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  was  no  infantile  mortality  and  no  case  of 
death  amongst  parturient  women.  No  case  occurred 
of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  there  were  no 
diseases  attributable  to  negligence  during  puer- 
perium.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  absence  of 
children’s  diseases  in  epidemic  form. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff. — There  is  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
who  also  carries  out  the  disinfection  of  houses. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Meltham  is  avail¬ 
able  for  patients  from  Thurstonland,  and  seven 
cases  were  removed  there  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. — There  are  in  the  district  237  houses,  and  of 
these  234  are  for  the  working  classes.  No  new 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  there 
are  none  in  course  of  erection.  (See  Table  D.) 

General  Remarks. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  during  the  year 
has  been  good,  and  there  has  been  no  high  death- 
rate  either  from  epidemics  or  other  causes. 

The  most  important  question  for  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  to  deal  with  is  undoubtedly  the  housing  ques¬ 
tion.  The  new  Ministry  of  Health  asks  for  a  con¬ 
tinuous  survey  to  be  kept  up  in  every  district,  and 
each  report  will  be  required  to  show  what  progress 
is  being  made  in  this  important  matter. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEX.  J.  KENNEDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  “C,”  1919. 


THURSTONLAND  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply — 

Any  developments  during  1919  ?  No. 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality, 
and  where  ?  Crangle  Wells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage— 

Any  developments  during  1919  ?  No. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens  ?  None. 

No.  of  Pail  Tub  Closets  ?  30. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens  ?  123. 

No.  of  Water  Closets  ?  49. 

Scavenging — ■ 

Any  change  during  1919  ?  No. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  ?  Tips  and  farmers. 

Nuisance  Inspections — 

Informal  Notices  served  ?  1.  Complied  with  ?  1 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1919  ? 
4.  Abated  during  1919  ?  4. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. — 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot¬ 
breeding,  &c.  ?  No. 

Schools — 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  ?  Quarterly. 

Action  taken  ?  None  necessary. 

Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district  ?  4(5.  No.  Regis¬ 
tered  ?  46. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds  ?  70.  No.  of  Inspec¬ 
tions  in  1919  ?  4.  General  condition  ? 

Satisfactory. 

Other  Foods — 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  ?  2.  No.  Registered  ? 
2.  No.  Licensed  ?  2.  Kind  and  con¬ 

dition  ?  Good. 

Factories  and  Workshops— 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where  ?  No. 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in 
1919  ?  Influenza,  in  the  early  part. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ? 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Trench  Fever,  Pneu¬ 
monia  (Acute  Influenza). 

Tuberculosis — 

Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop  ? 
Yes. 

Examination  for  contacts  ?  Yes. 

Disinfection  ?  Yes. 

Action  re  spitting  ?  By  advice. 

Shelters  provided  ?  When  necessary. 

Is  sputum  examined  ?  Yes. 

Bacteriology — 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilised  ?  Yes. 

Infant  Mortality — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ?  None 
needed. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in 
1919  ?  No  Infant  Mortality. 

Vital  Statistics — 

Births  during  1919  ?  Males,  4  ;  Females,  8  ; 
Total,  12. 

No.  illegitimate  included  in  above  ?  None. 

Deaths  during  1919 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.. 
Total  actually  registered  in  the  district 
without  any  correction  ?  303. 

Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  ? 
Males,  7  ;  Females,  4  ;  Total,  11. 


Sanitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the 
M.O.H.  ?  £20. 


Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector  ?  James  Brook. 
Annual  Salary  as  Inspector  ?  £23. 
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